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The OSI Newsletter is published 
quarterly by Oil Spill India, an industry 
led forum supported by its advisory 
board. One of the central goals of OSI is 
brining together the global spill 
response industry & its stakeholders in 
the region for enhanced  cooperation in 
planning, prevention and response of 
any spi l l  or  d isaster  in marine 
ecosystem, concurrently building an 
informative schedule of the raising 
Global Standards. It is intended to 
function as a thought - starter, change - 
agent and signpost through the 
intellectual capital that  accrues through 
the rich assortment of diverse, pertinent 
and eminently interesting subjects of 
concern to the spill, salvage, wreck 
removal & marine disaster industries 
besides showcasing the technological 
depth and knowledge repertoire of the 
industry.
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The Energy and Climate Initiatives Society 
(ENCIS) is a registered non-profit 
organisation that supports, encourages & 
catalyzes the development, discussion 
and dissemination of consequential 
research and projects in energy and 
cl imate protect ion industr ies.  An 
independent, nonpartisan organisation 
that facilitates stakeholder’s analysis and 
decisions on policy frameworks and 
initiatives within the global frameworks 
of sustainable development.

ENCIS produces exclusive and pertinent 
multi-platform contents fostering 
inclusive economic prosperity through 
safer, cleaner, more equitable and 
climate-friendly energy initiatives.

With leading experts on environment, 
natural resources and energy, the 
Advisory Board of ENCIS provides the key 
impetus to the organisation’s initiatives & 
strategic insights on the evolving global 
industry, steering an immensely profound 
impact on the economic, environmental 
and strategic landscapes of the future.
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Two years after an Indian oil tanker collided with a British LPG tanker in the shipping channel of 
Kamarajar Port, the State government is considering a proposal for safe disposal of 350 metric 
tonnes of oil spill waste in storage at Kamarajar Port, by Centre for Environment, Health and 
Safety, Annamalai University.

Dr Nehru Kumar, Professor and Director, Centre for Environment, Health & Safety (CEHS), 
Annamalai University, said that he had submitted a proposal to the State government for safe 
disposal of the oil spill waste recovered from the damaged fuel tank of Indian oil tanker MT 
Dawn, Kancheepuram.

Tamil Nadu considering varsity's plan for safe disposal of oil 
spill waste

Rennell oil spill an inevitable outcome of broken system, says 
academic

In February, a cargo ship loading bauxite from a mine on the island, 
during bad weather, ran aground on a reef in Lughu Bay, eventually 
spilling more than a hundred tonnes of heavy fuel oil into the ocean.

After weeks of delays International salvage crews have now contained 
the spill but a massive clean-up operation is still underway with the 
assistance of Australia and New Zealand.

Questions of liability, inadequate legislation and corporate 
responsibility have been pored over again and again with the maritime 
incident being described by the country's prime minister as the worst 
man-made environmental disaster in recent times.

University of Queensland senior research fellow Simon Albert has spent the last 15 years trying 
to help both the Solomon Islands government and local communities with environmental 
management and protection.

Dr Albert said as tragic as the Rennell disaster is for local communities it is also an important 
opportunity for the country to take stock.

"If we all reflect on this it is more than just a foreign mining company causing environmental 
damage. I think we all need to reflect on the various stakeholders whether that is the role of 
the community, the role of the government, the role of outsiders like myself and the role of 
international partners in creating the environment and the framework to allow this accident to 
happen."

>>> Page 2
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Scientists find bacteria that can 
contain oil spill pollution
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In a significant discovery that could go a long way in 
controlling oil spills in the sea, scientists of Goa-base 
National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) have identified 
marine bacteria that can degrade crude oil.

The find is a especially important for Gujarat, which 
handle nearly 80% of India’s crude oil import through the 
ports in Gulf of Kutch. India’s only Marine National Park is 
also situated in this gulf and a threat of oil spill always 
looms here.

Scientists identified this marine bacillus specie near the 
coast of Vadinar, which handles maximum crude 
imports. In layman’s terms, this bacteria degrades or 
breaks down the chain of hydrocarbons in the spilt oil, 
thus making it easy to clear it from the sea and dispose it.

“Universally, oil spills produce enormous public anxiety 
and highlight the need for cost-effective, indigenous and 
env i ronmenta l ly  acceptab le  b io remediat ion 
technologies. In recent times, advanced remedial 
techniques have been opted, such as solidifying, 
skimming, controlled burning and bio-remediation,” 
said the study titled ‘Biodegradation of Crude Oil Using 
Marine Bacillus Species from Vadinar Coast, Gujarat, 
India’. 

Among seven isolates, scientists chose three bacterial 
strains for crude oil and petroleum hydrocarbon (PHC) 
degradation, which were thoroughly analysed using 
various methods.

“The overall results indicate that the studied bacterial 
isolates can prevent the contamination of oilpolluted 
areas in future. The present study shows that bacillus 
species with efficient emulsification activity, drop 
collapse test and oil spreading assay can be used for 
marine oil bioremediation,” the study noted. The study 
was conducted by Najmuddin Mulani, Abhay B Fulke, 
Edna D’Souza, Anirudh Ram, Aayushi Maloo, Faraz Sayed 
and SN Gajbhiye of CSIR-National Institute of 
Oceanography, regional centre in Mumbai.

Besides containing oil pollution in marine waters, the 
immobilized lipase (chemical catalysts) isolated from 
the bacterial strains can also be used for commercial 
applications. In recent past, an oil tanker MT Genessa 
carrying 30,000 tonnes of high-speed diesel had caught 
fire near Kandla port in January 2018, raising serious fear 
of the petroleum spilling in the sea. However, there was 
no spill.

“There may be about 350 metric tonnes of oil spill waste in the storage,” said the 
professor who had inspected the storage facility at Kamarajar Port.

It is learnt that the State Coastal Zone Management Authority during a meeting 
held on Wednesday, discussed the proposal but a decision is yet to be taken in 
this regard.

This comes after the State Environment and Forest department of Tamil Nadu 
constituted a Committee under the chairmanship of Dr  B R Subramanian, 
Project Director (Retd.), Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management 
Project Directorate, Chennai, to assess the environmental impact and suggest 
remedial measures. The committee has furnished the report on assessment of 
impact of oil spill occurred due to collision of two ships.....

 The government has accepted the Expert Committee report and sought 
appropriate action on its recommendations.

It is learnt that the Department of Environment has contacted various 
institutions and agencies like National Institute of Ocean Technology, Annamalai 
University, Annamalai University, Integrated Coastal and Marine Area 
Management, Indian Institute of Technology among others, but got the proposal 
from Dr Nehru Kumar of CEHS.

The proposal is worth ̀190 lakh and has described the methods for safe disposal 
of the oil spill waste through a four-fold method which include pre-treatment, 
salvage of recyclables, bioremediation and incineration.

Dr Nehru Kumar told Express that the technical know-how for the proposed 
project would be provided by Langan, a premier provider of integrated land 
development engineering and environmental consulting services.

“This company has provided the technical know-how for safe disposal of one 
lakh metric tonnes of oil sludge,” he said.To a query on what would be 
Annamalai University's role in the entire process, he said that the institution will 
ensure due diligence through inspection and monitoring.

Various institutes

It is learnt that the Environment Department had contacted various 
institutions,like NationalInstitute of Ocean Technology, Annamalai varsity, 
Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management, Indian Institute of Technology 
among others, but got the proposal from Dr Nehru Kumar of Centre for 
Environment, Health & Safety, Annamalai University.

>>> Tamil Nadu considering Continued
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Container Ship Carrying 2,000 Cars 
Sinks, Oil Spill Heads Toward France

Alaska senator introduces oil spill fund bill

19 million litres of toxic waste dumped in eight 
suburban warehouses
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A container ship carrying 2,000 cars, including dozens of 
Porsches, sank off the coast of France.

All 27 crew members were rescued by British officials, and 
French authorities were deployed to clean up an oil spill due 
to the accident, the Daily Mail reported.

The ship ran aground about 150 miles southwest of Brest, 
France, the Mail reported.

Meanwhile, Porsche confirmed that 37 models were lost, 
including some of its 911 GT2 RS models. The GT2 RS model 
is worth nearly $300,000.

The Italian-flagged container ship, Grande America, was en 
route to Brazil before it caught fire and went down.

According to Carscoops, which broke the news of the fire, 
Porsche said it will reproduce the limited edition 911 GT2 RS 
models after the loss. The firm only built around 1,000 of 
them.

Up to 19 million litres of illegally dumped toxic waste could be stashed in 
warehouses across Melbourne's northern suburbs, according to an analysis 
conducted by dangerous goods regulator WorkSafe.

This stockpile of potentially toxic and highly flammable materials could be 
more than 10 times larger than originally estimated, forcing emergency 
services and regulators to radically revise their safety, handling and disposal 
plans.

This is an estimate of the clean-up challenges contained within the eight 
warehouses in Epping and Campbellfield that have been identified so far as 
dump sites, so it could increase as other illegal sites are discovered.

Sources say the cost of cleaning up what is now undoubtedly the biggest illicit 
dumping operation in the city's history could reach $50 million.

U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan, R-Alaska, introduced the Spill Response and Prevention 
Surety Act to modify and permanently reauthorize the federal Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund. The fund was established under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to 
ensure that the federal government is able to pay for the removal of spilled oil 
and compensate individuals, communities and businesses affected by an oil 
spill.

“The Exxon Valdez oil spill taught us that speed and well-placed infrastructure 
can mean the difference between a small, containable incident and a full-
scale environmental disaster,” Sullivan said in a statement. “It is fitting that 
on the 30-year anniversary of that devastating spill in Prince William Sound, 
we introduce legislation to permanently replenish and silo the federal fund 
that enables government agencies to quickly and capably deploy vessels and 
response measures to contain the release of oil in an American waterway, 
and make whole those communities and individuals impacted by a spill.”

The bill maintains the existing nine-cent-per-barrel tax while establishing a 
$7 billion tax collection ceiling and $5 billion collection floor, indexed for 
inflation, to ensure the fund is adequately financed over time. The single 
incident payout claim would be doubled to $2 billion and the natural resource 
damage claim would be doubled to $1 billion.

The legislation would also create a biennial $10 million response and 
prevention grant program for research and technological development, and 
an annual $25 million prevention grant program for state programs to 
upgrade equipment and aging infrastructure, support strategic planning, and 
address abandoned or derelict vessels.

Sullivan drafted the legislation in consultation with the Prince William Sound 
and Cook Inlet Regional Citizens' Advisory Councils (RCACs), non-profit 
corporations established in the wake of the Exxon Valdez oil spill to give voice 
and local monitoring authority to communities affected by oil and gas 
development in Alaska.
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Oil spills into Babine Lake in barge 
mishap

Solomon Islands oil spill: currents push slick away from world heritage site

An oil spill occurred near Topley Landing in Babine Lake on 
March 18 after the transport barge operated by Babine 
Barge experienced a mechanical problem.

The barge is contracted to Canfor in Houston and the 
incident saw some oil released into the lake, Michelle Ward, 
Director of Corporate Communications with Canfor, told 
Black Press.

The total of 70 litres of gear oil spilled into the water from 
the Babine barge, said Suzannah Kelly, spokeswoman for 
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy.

An initial report said that 720 litres of the oil had spilled onto 
the barge but it was later found that its capacity was 690 
litres, and that 70 litres had gone into the lake.

Cleanup crews, using absorbent pads and booms recovered 
about 60 litres from the lake, Kelly said.

Most of the open water section of the lake was inspected 
during the cleanup but ice buildup prevented some 
inspection and recovery.

On March 19 the First Nation Health Authority told the Lake 
Babine Nation (LBN) that residents of the Tachet Reserve 
could resume drawing water through their water intake 
from the lake.

Several agencies including the ministries of the 
Environment and Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, 
health authorities, local First Nations were notified and 
some joined the inspection.

An LBN fisheries biologist went to the spill site as an 
observer.

Ocean currents have carried oil leaking from a shipwreck on the Solomon Islands away from a nearby world 
heritage site as authorities continue a clean-up operation that is expected to take months. Cleaning up after 
the bulk carrier MV Solomon Trader, which ran aground on a coral reef in early February and released 80 
tonnes of oil, is expected to take up to four months.

But the slick has been pushed away from the island's eastern flank which is a world heritage site. Rennell 
Island is the the largest raised coral atoll in the world. We cannot swim, we cannot eat': Solomon Islands 
struggle with nation's worst oil spill

Australian authorities, who kicked off the initial on-water clean-up, have now retreated and the ship's Korean insurer has taken charge of the 
operation. There will be ongoing surveillance flights carried out to monitor the process. The clean-up operation of the oil slick could take 
between three to four months, an expert said, while the ship wreck itself could be removed in the next four to six weeks.

It is unknown what percentage of oil has been cleaned up so far and the amount removed from the water each day varies from dozens of 
tonnes to single digits. A barge pump has been steadily removing the 600 tonnes of oil still onboard the vessel. About 300 to 400 tonnes has 
been removed so far.

Oil Spill India
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Oil spill disasters at high sea: What can we do 
to prevent environmental damage?

After the Grande America cargo vessel sank on March 12 some 300 kilometers 
(186 miles) off the French coast, clean-up teams are still racing to contain its 
oil spill. Within days, the spill had dispersed within the Bay of Biscay, with the 
slicks initially drifting eastward towards the French coast.

Some of that heavy fuel has now been recovered. First ships carrying the oil 
have arrived in La Rochelle. Local maritime authorities are now analyzing and 
classifying the oil in order to find out how it can be recycled.

How to tackle oil spills

The method for tackling oil spills depends on several factors, including the 
type of oil spilled, the amount of it, the location of the spill and the weather 
conditions at the time.

"Once the oil comes to shore, the more intensive the cleaning technique. You 
can risk causing further damage," said Nicky Cariglia, Senior Technical Adviser 
at ITOPF, an organization funded by the shipping industry to advise on 
response to oil spills.

"For example, in an ecologically sensitive area, if you wanted to remove every 
last trace of oil, you would need to high pressure wash it, which would be 
much more damaging than leaving small traces of oil there," Cariglia told DW.

1.) Scooping it all up
2.) Burning oil off water
3.) Soaking up oil  
4.) Letting nature take care of itself

Bacteria can also be used to help clean up oil spills, in a method known as 
bioremediation. It's a process that makes use of microbes which consume 
hydrocarbons, contained in crude oil, helping to decompose it. These 
microbes are naturally present in marine environments, but after a spill, 
clean-up teams can add fertilizers to the water, encouraging the bacteria to 
grow, and therefore work harder to tackle the spill. This method is generally 
used to treat recovered oil to process the waste.
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New process could recover billions of 
gallons of oil refinery wastewater

Every day in the United States, about 2.5 billion gallons of 
produced water – a  byproduct of oil refinery and extraction 
– is generated as waste. This water is deemed unusable for 
household and commercial use by the Environmental 
Protection Agency due to the many remaining 
contaminants. And while several commercial treatments 
are available to clean this water, they can be expensive, 
energy-intensive, and do not remove all traces of 
contaminants from the water.

But in what could be a major development for the oil 
refinery industry, Purdue Universityresearchers have now 
developed a process that removes almost all traces of oil in 
produced water. Their process involves using activated 
charcoal foam, which absorbs contaminants from the 
water, and subjecting the water to solar light in order to 
produce heat and purify the water.

This process has met all EPA standards for clean water from 
industrial sources, and tests have shown it to produce a total 
organic carbon of only 7.5 milligrams per liter. Furthermore, 
the researchers state that the oil absorbed by the foam can 
be recovered, as they were able to recover up to 95 percent 
of the oil that was absorbed.

“This is a simple, clean and inexpensive treatment process,” 
said Ashreet Mishra, a graduate research assistant at the 
Purdue University Northwest Water Institute. “I have seen 
in my home country of India how people suffer for the want 
of pure water, and we as researchers need to do as much as 
we can to help.”

Oil Spill India
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It's been 30 years since the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. Here's what we're still learning from that 

environmental debacle.

Faulty Flowline Connector Involved 
In Major Oil Spill Successfully IMO Trains Caribbean Oil Spill Managers to Boost 

Response Capacity

Before dawn on March 24, 1989, Dan Lawn stepped off of a small boat and 
onto the boarding ladder dangling from the side of the grounded Exxon Valdez 
oil tanker. As he made the crossover, he peered down into the water of Prince 
William Sound, and saw, in the glare of the lights, an ugly spectacle he would 
never forget.

“There was a 3-foot wave of oil boiling out from under the ship, recalls Lawn, 
who was then a Valdez-based Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation employee helping to watchdog the oil industry. “You couldn't do 
anything to stop it.”

Lawn was one of the first responders to reach the 986-footlong Exxon Valdez 
after it went off course and punctured its hull on Bligh Reef in a debacle that 
marks its 30th anniversary Sunday.

Lawn spent a long day on board assessing the damage as oil gushed out. 
There would be no quick and coordinated spill response to slow the spread. 
Some 11 million gallons of crude would leak out of the Exxon Valdez in what 
was then the largest oil spill in U.S. history, and one that Lawn had long 
warned could happen.

Eventually, the oil would foul parts of 1,300 miles of coastline, killing marine 
life ranging from microscopic planktons to orcas in an accident that would 
change how the maritime oil-transportation industry does business in Alaska, 
and to a lesser extent, elsewhere in the world.

Today, due to changes to U.S. law and international regulations, all oil tankers 
traversing the oceans are double-hulled, unlike the more breech-prone single 
hull of the Exxon Valdez. This significantly reduces but does not eliminate the 
risk of spills, as was demonstrated last year when a double-hulled Iranian 
tanker exploded and leaked fuel oil after crashing into a freighter in the South 
China Sea.

Husky Energy has completed work to recover a faulty 
flowline connector from the South White Rose Extension, 
involved in a major oil spill in the offshore last year.

Production was suspended on the SeaRose FPSO on 
November 16 after about 250,000 litres of oil spilled into 
ocean—the largest spill in the history of the offshore 
industry in Newfoundland and Labrador. It was determined 
that a failed flowline connector was the source of the 
release of oil.

Husky launched the operation early Friday morning, which 
involved disconnecting and removing the damaged 
flowline connector and plugging the open ends of the 
flowline with the assistance of remotely operated 
underwater vehicles (ROVs).

The company noted an additional release of about 50 litres 
of oil during the operation, which resulted in oil sheens. 
However, their surface response teams were standing by to 
manage the release of oil.

The components retrieved will be brought onshore to aid 
their investigation into the cause of the spill.

The International Maritime Organization funded training for oil spill response 
managers in the Caribbean with a March 11-14 course in St Kitts and Nevis. 
Participants from 15 countries (Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, 
Barbados, Cuba, Curacao, Dominica, Guyana, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, St. Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Venezuela) attended the event.

IMO reported that the training focused on tactical aspects of spill 
preparedness and response and applying incident management systems to 
ensure effective coordination of spill response. The event has showcased 
success stories of several countries in ratifying relevant international 
preparedness and response conventions, adopting national oil spill 
legislation, and developing oil spill response capacity.

The training course supports the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the associated Sustainable Development Goals, in particular SDG 14 – Life 
Below Water, by developing capacity to protect marine and coastal 
ecosystems, and it is taking place under the auspices of REMPEITC-Caribe, the 
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency, Information and Training Centre for the 
Caribbean, which was set up under the UN Environment's Regional Seas 
Programme for the Caribbean.
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Oil spill still leaking into the Gulf of Mexico 15 
years later

Grande America: France braces for oil spill 
damage after ship blaze

In 2004, Hurricane Ivan plowed across the Gulf of Mexico and triggered an oil 
spill that is still leaking. It's the longest continuous oil spill in American history.

Captain Rick Jiannuzzi took CBS News to where the Taylor oil rig once stood.

“Wherever it looks smooth, that's all the sheen,” he said.

From the air, that sheen is visible for miles and you can even see it from space. 
Fifteen miles out, you can also smell it.

In 2004, Hurricane Ivan destroyed the MC20 oil platform operated by Taylor 
Energy. The company has spent over $400 million working alongside the U.S. 
Coast Guard to contain and clean up the spill which Taylor estimates has been 
leaking at a rate of about ten gallons a day for years.

But Florida State oceanographer and oil spill expert Ian MacDonald, who has 
studied the site for the government using underwater technology, thinks the 
leak is closer to 96 barrels a day. MacDonald convinced the Coast Guard that 
more oil is leaking than previously thought.

“We're talking about coming up on half a million barrels of oil,” he said. 
“What's happening now is the Coast Guard and the government is saying wait 
a minute, we're going to take charge because we think that you're 
underestimating the amount of oil.”

In a statement to CBS News, the company said, “Taylor Energy is raising the 
alarm about the junk science the Coast Guard is now using to justify activities 
that could destabilize the site.”

The Coast Guard is now working with a private contractor to cap the well and 
will demand Taylor Energy pay the bill. But the fight over the spill has moved 
from the Gulf to a courtroom because Taylor has pursued legal action to block 
the containment.

The container vessel, Grande America, caught fire 
on Sunday during a trip from Hamburg to 
Casablanca.

All 27 crew have been rescued, but 2,200 tonnes 
of fuel has reportedly spilled into the ocean. A 
slick 10km (6 miles) long and 1km wide is 

expected to reach Brittany, northwest France, by 17 March. 

Four ships have been sent to limit the spill, and preparations are under way for 
a clean-up operation on land. Until the leak is stopped and the courtroom 
battle ends, we won't know how the spill will affect the marshlands or the fish 
and wildlife.

"There is a risk, so we must do everything to reduce it and to reduce the 
impact of pollution of our coasts," Environment Minister François de Rugy told 
BFM news channel. Grimaldi Lines, which operates the ship, said in a 
statement that 365 containers had been onboard, 45 of which contained 
"hazardous materials".

MSC container ship oil spill, Portugal

Some 3 tons of fuel leaked overboard during bunkering 
operation in Sines, Portugal, in the morning Apr 5, when 
fuel was pumped from bunker tanker BAHIA TRES to 
container ship MSC SANDRA, at Terminal XXI. Anti pollution 
operation was activated, and reportedly, oil spill was 
contained in a short time, preventing its’ spreading in 
harbor basin. Details of accident unknown, so far.

Container ship MSC SANDRA, IMO 9203954, dwt 61468, 
capacity 4340 TEU, built 2000, flag Panama, manager MSC.
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Canada Digs Deep To Fund Protection From Oil 
Spills

Canada’s Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, Sean 
Casey, will make an important announcement on March 18th concerning 
funding provided to international organizations to protect Canadian waters 
from oil spills, the Canadian federal government said.

The announcement will take place in Boston, Massachusetts, where Casey 
will be accompanied by the Consul General of Canada in Boston, David 
Alward, and Dr. Collin Ward, Assistant Scientist, Marine Chemistry and 
Geochemistry, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, the government said in 
a media advisory.

Canada has a so-called Marine Oil Spill Preparedness and Response Regime, 
which has been in place since 1995 and relies on partnership between the 
government and industry. Transport Canada is the lead federal regulatory 
agency responsible for the regime and sets the guidelines and regulatory 
structure for the preparedness and response to marine oil spills.

The regime’s guiding principles include effective and responsive legislation; 
potential polluters pay for preparedness; polluter pays for reasonable 
response costs; based on partnership with industry; comprehensive 
contingency plans; and mutual agreements with neighbors.

Under Canada’s US$1.1 billion (C$1.5 billion) Oceans Protection Plan, more 
than US$34 million (C$45 million) is invested in collaborative research 
initiatives expected to lead to collaboration among oil spill researchers across 
Canada and around the world.

When British Columbia launched its improved oil spill response program as 
part of its efforts to safeguard its environment against accidents from the 
expanded Trans Mountain pipeline, the government officials in charge must 
have missed a little detail: the program was to be funded by toll payments 
from the pipeline.

The program’s future is uncertain, after Canada’s Federal Court of Appeal 
suspended the project last year, citing numerous flaws in the National Energy 
Board’s review of the expansion that the federal government should not have 
used as basis for its approval of Trans Mountain.

Until the leak is stopped and the courtroom battle ends, we won't know how 
the spill will affect the marshlands or the fish and wildlife.

The U.S. Coast Guard says it has responded to an oil spill in the Arthur Kill 
waterway near the Goethals Bridge.

The fuel-oil was spotted leaking from a commercial container ship moored at 
the Global Marine New York Container Terminal off Staten Island at about 2 
p.m. Thursday. A pollution response team from the Coast Guard is at the 
scene.

The Coast Guard says crews have placed a containment boom and are in the 
process of skimming and cleaning up the waterway. It's not clear how much 
fuel has spilled.

Saskatoon looks at how to prepare 
for potential oil spill

A study prepared for the City of Saskatoon is recommending 
city council take two steps to prepare for the possibility of 
an oil spill in the South Saskatchewan River.

Stantec Consulting was commissioned by the city to do the 
study in the wake of the Husky oil spill in the North 
Saskatchewan River in August 2016.

Stantec's report recommends the installation of a Powdered 
Activated Carbon (PAC) dosing system, which would be 
used to treat hydrocarbons in the water for subsequent 
removal.

The study said the system would consist of silos at the city's 
raw water intake filled with PAC, which would be fed into 
the raw water pipeline during a hydrocarbon contamination 
event.

The estimated cost to establish the system is between $3 
million and $5 million.

The study also recommended establishing in-river 
monitoring stations upstream at an estimated cost between 
$10,000 to $50,000 to install, with annual operating costs of 
about $5,000.

Saskatoon Water director Reid Corbett said the upstream 
water quality monitoring would be especially cost-
effective.

“The very first step we want to take is the river monitoring 
program," he told a meeting of the city's Standing Policy 
Committee on Environment, Utilities and Corporate Services 
this morning. "Trying to put that equipment in as soon as 
possible because it's relatively cheap and the value we get 
out of is extensive.”

Mayor Charlie Clark asked about the costs that Prince Albert 
incurred to provide clean water to its residents during the 
2016 oil contamination.

"I mean the reason I ask is we're talking about a $3 million 
to $5 million potential cost, which is obviously competing 
against lots of other things and it's against a possibility," he 
said. "But if something like this were to happen, and 
suddenly the implications would be significant.”

Corbett said the PAC dosing system would also be cost-
effective.

"We really do feel when you take a look at the cost of the 
consequences, it's quite extreme," he told the committee. 
"And this $3 million to $5 million is, relatively speaking, a 
relatively cheap way to be proactive against it so we can 
mitigate hydrocarbons in our drinking water."

Clark also asked if other agencies could be approached to 
cost-share the expense of both projects.

Coast Guard Responds to Oil Spill Near Goethals 
Bridge
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New York Oil Spill - Hole in Ship's Hull 

Sealed

Oil spill pollutes Deschutes River, Capitol Lake

FFOS calls for investigation into 

waterfront oil spill

Hapag-Lloyd has confirmed that hole in the hull of Dublin Express that 
has been leaking oil at Global Marine New York Container Terminal has 
now been sealed.

Fuel oil was escaping from the roughly 40 x 40-centimeter (15 square 
inch) opening. The 4,120 TEU container ship encountered heavy swell 
while sailing from Port Everglades to New York.

The U.S. Coast Guard confirms that containment booms were promptly 
set out to contain the spill and proactively protect nearby nature 
reserves. 

However, on Saturday, the U.S. Coast Guard reported oil sheen and tar 
balls on the ocean side of Coney Island and Long Island, from Norton 
Point to Atlantic Beach. Responders are assessing both shoreline and 
waterway impact and investigating the source and cause, including a 
possible connection to Thursday’s fuel oil leak from the Dublin Express. 
The vessel's damaged tank has the capacity to carry approximately 
300,000 gallons of fuel oil.

After initially closing the waterway to navigable vessel traffic, the 
Captain of the Port re-opened the waterway on Friday, with a slow bell 
requiring maritime traffic moving through the waterway with no wake.

Commercial oil spill recovery organizations are on scene, but an 
estimate of the volume of fuel spilt has not yet been made public.

The Unified Command has deployed 60 responders, 10 vessels, four 
skimmers, two vacuum trucks, two vacuum trailers for recovered oil 
product, and 15,000 feet of containment boom in response to the 
incident.

Oil continues to pollute waterways in Thurston County weeks after a spill 
that started at the old Olympia Brewing Company building.

Crews ripped out the sidewalk and a small section of roadway on Boston 
Street SW to test for chemicals in the soil. 

The Fishermen and Friends of the Sea (FFOS) is calling on Prime 
Minister Dr Keith Rowley and Energy and Energy Industries 
Minister Franklin Khan to assist fishermen who will undoubtedly 
be negatively impacted by the latest oil spill reported in Port-of-
Spain.

Thick streams of oil tainted the waters at the Port-of-Spain 
Waterfront on Tuesday along the docking area, with some 
streams drifting toward the Caribbean Sea.

FFOS Corporate Secretary Gary Aboud visited the waterfront 
where he assessed the situation. He recorded a video explaining 
the extent of the incident and questioned why officials from the 
Environmental Management Authority (EMA) were not yet 
present.

He further says the persons responsible ought to be held 
accountable.

The French government in 2013 estimated the cost of the spill for 
French victims stood at ¤109 million.

boud notes that eyewitness reports state that the spill came from 
an industrial barge berthed near the POS Harbour.

He questioned whether the Institute of Marine Affairs (IMA) was 
doing its part to monitor vessels travelling in and out of T&T's 
waters to identify the culprits when situations such as these occur. 

"According to the National Oil Spill Contingency Plan (NOSCP), 
which was debated at great length and approved by our Cabinet, 
the Institute of Marine Affairs (IMA) “must” create and maintain a 
fingerprinting database of ALL oil on ALL vessels operating in or 
entering into our territorial waters. Has the IMA done this? Is this 
Plan just another lip service while our fishery and our health are 
compromised every day? If this Plan has faced the "rigour of 
Cabinet, then should it not be respected and be made Law?"

"Will the IMA ever collect samples of this spilled oil for fingerprint 
analysis to determine the source?  If this IMA kept this database, 
the culprits could be immediately identified and enforcement 
action would have already been initiated with ease. Furthermore, 
the NOSCP requires that oil booms be strategically placed around 
the spill to prevent the spread of the hydrocarbon, yet photo 
images below show that the booms were placed around other 
nearby vessels to prevent the oil from damaging them."

EMA gets backup to investigate Waterfront oil spill

The EMA is assuring the public that it is currently investigating 
reports of an oil spill near the Hyatt Regency Hotel.

The authority says it is partnering with national stakeholders to 
identify the vessel and owners of the leak.
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